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BULLETIN 


At press time the content of this issue is given special urgency by news that Hon. 
Wesley D'Ewart has been appointed to succeed Hon. Orme Lewis as Assistant Secretary of 
the Interior in charge of Indian matters. Mr. D'Ewart's promotion of the famous Competen- 
cy Bill and his strong support of Termination while he was in Congress relate closely to 
the grave situation we report. 





The Indian Tribes Speak 
"WE WANT TO KEEP OUR LANDS AND OUR PEOPLE INTACT” 


American Indians, speaking through their elected councils like the 20th Century citi- 
zens they are, have expressed to the Bureau of Indian Affairs the opinions that were not 
asked of them when, on May 26, its Commissioner signed a directive that "allotted" Indian 
lands should be freely patented and opened to sale. (See Indian Affairs, No. 11, New 
Series. ) 





Recapitulation: An "allotment" is a parcel of land, originally tribal, given to an 
individual Indian under the General Allotment Act of 1887 or earlier Acts, when federal 
policy was to destroy tribal unity. When an allotment is "fee patented", the tribal in- 
terest is ignored and the receiver of the patent can (and usually does) sell the land to 
non-Indians. Until May 16, Indian Bureau reservation officials were instructed not to 
fee patent land the loss of which would render surrounding Indian land worthless, as when 
the tract in question contains the community's only water. The May 16th ruling reverses 
this policy. Field officials are instructed to ignore the probable effect upon a tribe 
of issuing a patent; in "critical cases", the field man may only ask Washington to make 
an "exception to this policy". 














THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS, speaking for many different tribes, passed 
the following Resolution at its September convention: 


WHEREAS, in the past it has been the policy of the Bureau of Indian Affairs to deny 
applications for patent in fee "when the land applied for lies within an area largely occupied 
and used by Indians whose lands are held in trust or more restricted status" so that the rights 
and interests of the individual Indians and Indian Tribes would continue to be protected; and 

WHEREAS, without consultation with the Indians, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
under date of May 16, 1955, issued a memorandum to all Area Directors which appears to complete— 
ly change the previous policy of the Bureau of Indian Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, it appears that the new policy as announced by said memorandum if permitted 
to stand, will violate a basic principle of land use and conservation; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the National Congress of American Indians in Twelfth 
Annual Convention assembled at Spokane, Washington hereby urges that in any regulations which 
may be adopted for the purpose of implementing the policy enunciated in the memorandum of May 
16, 1955, provision be made to exclude from the terms of any such Regulations any tribe which 
by formal action of its governing body requests that it be excluded. 


IT IS THE TRIBES OF THE GREAT PLAINS whose right to survive in Indian communities is 
in immediate danger; for nearly all of their land was allotted long ago and is now re- 
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leased from the last safeguard against alienation from Indian ownership. Resolutions 
passed by the Oglala Sioux of South Dakota and the Shoshone-Arapahoe of Wyoming follow: 





WHEREAS, it is imperative to the welfare of the Oglala Sioux Tribe that that part of 
the Pine Ridge Reservation now known as Shannon County be forever retained in Indian ownership 
as long as all treaty agreements are not met by the United States Government to the satisfaction 
of the Sioux people, and 

WHEREAS, there is at present a general tendency of the Oglala Sioux tribal members to 
dispose of the lands into taxable status, thus thereby seriously undermining the tribal land 
foundation, and 

WHEREAS, this land base is the sole means of survival for the future of the Sioux Na- 
tion and the elevation of the living standards, now 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Oglala Sioux Tribal Council hereby urges the mem 
bers of the tribe not to engage in land transactions that will lead to the loss of the land to 
the tribal membership... (July 16, 1955) 


Attest: Moses Two Bulls, President Signed: Charles Little Hawk, Secretary 
Oglala Sioux Tribal Council 








WHEREAS, patents in fee on Indian allotments may now be issued without prior ar— 
rangements being made for access to other lands remaining in trust status, and... 

WHEREAS, it is the opinion of the Shoshone and Arapahoe Tribes of the Wind River Re- 
servation, Wyoming, that such liberal issuance of patents in fee to Indians will jeopardize the 
Tribes by hastening the passing of Indian lands out of Indian ownership since few Indians are 
financially able to purchase these allotments when sold, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Shoshone and Arapahoe Tribes of Wyoming 
strongly protest against the modified policy of the Bureau of Indian Affairs allowing patents 
in fee to be granted to individual Indians to the detriment of the Tribe's interests... 

Done at Fort Washakie, Wyoming, this 12th day of July, 1955. 


Signed: Robert N. Harris, Chairman Nellie F. Scott, Chairman 
Shoshone Business Council Arapahoe Business Council 














The Resolution passed by the little Keweenaw Bay Indian Community of Michigan is penetrat- 
ingly reasoned and deserves to be quoted at length: 


WHEREAS, the President of the United States of the present administration, at the out-— 
set of assuming his office announced his policy for the Indian Service, and directed the Commis— 
sioner of Indian Affairs to visit all the tribes throughout the United States to learn at first-— 
hand their relationship with the Federal Government, to consult with and to obtain a full ex— 
pression of their desires, suggestions, hopes and aspirations, and 

WHEREAS, the Executive branch of our Government has joined forces with the Legislative 
branch in drafting legislation to carry out the provisions embodied in House Concurrent Resolu-— 
tion No. 108, which has as its principal aim the termination of Federal trusteeship, and... 
(whereas) the Indian Bureau has embarked upon a program to liquidate tribal and individual 
assets, in some cases without regard to the economic security of the Indian, and without his 
consent, and 

WHEREAS, on May 16, 1955, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs issued a memorandum to 
all Area Directors announcing a proposed change in the policy ... relative to the issuance of 
patents in fee to competent applicants, which ... policy (has) served our people admirably well 
for many years past, and which should not be changed merely for the purpose of facilitating 
termination and liquidation of tribal or individual property; (and whereas) the proposed change 
ee. embodies the same principles as the Competency Bill introduced in the 83rd Congress,... 
which Bill was opposed by a large section of the Indian Country, 

THEREFORE, BE IS RESOLVED, ... that we go on record in the minutes of our meeting this 
7th day of July, 1955 as opposing the proposed change of policy advocated by the Indian Bureau, 
as being ... (against) the best interests of our group and the Indians throughout the country 
with whom we are allied ... We are in accord with the stand taken by the Association on American 
Indian Affairs, the Indian Rights Association, Friends Committee on National Legislation, the 
National Congress of American Indians, and the other organizations who have taken a humane in— 
terest in our affairs. 


Signed: Charles Picard, President 
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 








EVEN ON THE RESERVATIONS OF THE SOUTHWEST -— where lands are not allotted and there— 
fore not immediately imperilled by the new land-alienation order -- tribal councils met to 
pass Resolutions in support of the threatened Indian communities to the North. The Navajo 
tribal chairman, to be sure, although strongly opposing land allotments for his own tribe, 
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saw no objection to a policy under which other tribes would lose their land; and his 
gratitude to the Indian Commissioner who put the Navajo children in school is understand- 
able. On the other hand, the San Carlos Apaches of Arizona spoke with a deep sense of 
responsibility for what happens to all Indians everywhere. So too did the Hualapai tribe 
of that State. Here is the text of the San Carlos Apache Resolution of July 18, 1955: 


WHEREAS, it has been brought to the attention of the San Carlos Apache Tribal Council 
that the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, under date of May 16, 1955, issued a memorandum to all 
Area Directors regarding issuance of patents in fee to competent applicants, which memorandum 
is a complete change in policy and has been adopted without consent or consultation with the 
Indians affected, and 

WHEREAS, the policy as announced would have « detrimental effect on those reservations 
where a great deal of said land is allotted and subject to fee patenting and will materially 
affect the efficient operation of the activities in developing resources on said reservations 
and would further break down the discharging of the trust obligation that the Government owes 
to the tribes; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED by the San Carlos Apache Tribal Council in a meeting assembled ... that it 
is opposed to the change of policy as announced by the memorandum of May 16, 1955 regarding the 
patents in fee, and said Council respectfully urges and requests the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs to retract said memorandun... 


Signed: Louise Kinney, Acting Secretary 
San Carlos Tribal Council 








TAOS PUEBLO, in a July wire, summed up masterfully the Indian thought: 


WE STRONGLY PROTEST AGAINST THE NEW ORDER AS OF MAY 16 PERMITTING THE SALE AND FEE- 
PATENTING OF INDIAN LANDS. THIS WOULD PUT GREAT PRESSURE ON THE TRIBE BY OUTSIDE IN— 
TERESTS. WE WANT TO KEEP OUR LAND AND OUR PEOPLE INTACT. WE WANT TO KEEP THE GOOD WAY 
OF LIFE THAT WE HAVE KNOWN FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS. 


TAOS PUEBLO COUNCIL 
SEVERINO MARTINEZ, GOVERNOR 


THE BUREAU OF IND!AN AFFAIRS IS A YEAR BEHIND CONGRESS 








Readers are asked to observe that it is the Interior Department and its Bureau of 
Indian Affairs, not Congress which in 1955 is acting to destroy Indian communities. A 
chronological table may be enlightening: 


1953 The 83rd Congress repudiated the spirit of the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 -—- 
the Magna Charta of the Indians, blue-printing Indian progress toward self-rule and 
self-sufficiency, and guaranteeing the right of Indian communities to survive. The 
83rd Congress did this by passing a Resolution (known as H.Con.Res.108) declaring 
it to be the will of Congress to terminate the Indian tribes as quickly as possible, 


and instructing the Interior Department to prepare legislation to accomplish that 
end. 


1954 The ink was scarcely dry on H.Con.Res.108, when the 83rd Congress, which had passed 
this Resolution, apparently decided that some of its provisions were improper. Out 
of 10 termination bills prepared by the Interior Department, only 5 were enacted 
and 5 were permitted to die. 


1955 The 84th Congress is evidently ignuring H.Con.Res.108 and tacitly rejecting the 
program to scrap the Indian Reorganization Act. This Congress has, to date, en- 
acted no anti-Indian legislation. The Interior Department and Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, on the other hand, contrive to accomplish by administrative means what 
Congress does not see fit to accomplish by legislation. 


THE INDIVIDUAL CITIZEN CAN HELP 


ARM YOURSELF WITH KNOWLEDGE. Read the Indian Reorganization Act. (Single copies are 
available free from the Association on American Indian Affairs.) Read "Indian Rights and 
American Justice" by Harold E. Fey, Executive Editor of The Christian Century. (Single 
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copies may be purchased for twenty-five cents from The Christian Century Foundation, 407 
S. Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, Illinois.) 





SPREAD YOUR KNOWLEDGE. Visit your local librarian to suggest that the American Li- 
brary Association could serve the public interest by encouraging libraries throughout the 
country to make literature on current Indian problems available. Visit or write your 
local newspaper editors; call their attention to the fact that many great newspapers are 
supporting the right of American Indian communities to survive; ask them to print editori- 
als on this issue. Visit or write your local radio and television program directors; urge 
them to cover Indian matters in their news broadcasts and to put Indian opinion before the 
country through their public education programs. 


FUNCTION AS A CITIZEN. Tell President Eisenhower, when his health has been restored, 
your thoughts about the actions of the Interior Department and Bureau of Indian Affairs. 


Tell those in charge of Indian affairs what you think of the program to terminate the 
Indians and bypass the Indian Reorganization Act --— which is still the law of the land. 
The Hon. Douglas McKay, Secretary of the Interior and the Hon. Glenn L. Emmons, Commis-— 
sioner of Indian Affairs may be addressed at the Department of the Interior, Washington 
25, DeCee 


Visit or write your Senators and Congressmen and the members of the Congressional 
committees which consider Indian legislation. If you live in a State where there are no 
Indian reservations, let your Congressmen know that the fate of the American Indians is a 
national issue of concern to voters even in non-—-Indian districts. The membership of the 
committees follows: 


SENATE COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS: Chairman, James E. Murray of Montana 
(Democrat). Democrats: Clinton P. Anderson of New Mexico, Alan Bible of Nevada, Henry M. Jackson 
of Washington, Russell B. Long of Louisiana, Richard L. Neuberger of Oregon, Joseph C. O'Mahoney 
of Wyoming, W. Kerr Scott of North Carolina; Republicans: Frank A. Barrett of Wyoming, Henry C. 
Dworshak of Idaho, Barry Goldwater of Arizona, Thomas H. Kuchel of California, George W. Malone 
of Nevada, Eugene D. Millikin of Colorado, Arthur V. Watkins of Utah. 

SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS: Chairman, O'Mahoney. Anderson, Goldwater, Neuberger, 
Watkins, 


HOUSE COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS: Chairman, Clair Engle of California. 
(Democrat). Democrats: Wayne N. Aspinall, of Colorado, George H. Christopher of Missouri, 
Charles C. Diggs, Jr. of Michigan, Ed Edmondson of Oklahoma, Edith Green of Oregon, James A. 
Haley of Florida, Lee Metcalf of Montana, Leo W. O'Brien of New York, Gracie Pfost of Idaho, 
Adam C. Powell of New York, Walter Rogers of Texas, J.T. Rutherford of Texas, George A. Shuford 
of North Carolina, B.F. Sisk of California, Stewart Udall of Arizona; Republicans: E.Y. Berry 
of South Dakota, Hamer H. Budge of Idaho, Edgar Chenoweth of Colorado, Craig Hosmer of Calif- 
ornia, William A. Dawson of Utah, A.L. Miller of Nebraska, John R. Pillion of New York, John 
J. Rhodes of Arizona, John P. Saylor of Pennsylvania, James B. Utt of California, Jack Westland 
of Washington, Ernest Wharton of New York, Clifton Young of Nevada. 

HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS: Chairman, Haley. Aspinall, Berry, Diggs, Edmondson, 
Green, Metcalf, Miller, Powell, Rhodes, Rutherford, Saylor, Shuford, Sisk, Udall, Westland, 
Wharton, Young. 


TAKE COMMAND OF THE FUTURE. Visit or write members of the Republican and Democratic 
National Committees. Tell them that their platforms for the 1956 presidential election 
should include a pledge to abide by the letter and spirit of the Indian Reorganization 
Act and to end the drive to terminate the Indian tribes without their consent. Chairmen 
of these committees are: 


Hon. Leonard Hall, Chairman Hon. Paul Butler, Chairman 
Republican National Committee Democratic National Committee 
1605 I Street, N.W., Wash., D.C. 1001 Connecticut Ave., N.W., Wash., D.C. 


Convince your loeal Democratic and Republican leaders that the National Committee's 
position on American Indian matters is of genuine concern to voters in your district. 





